
 
 
NYC Mini-TMC 2016 Schedule 

Day 1: Tuesday, August 16th 
   

 
Opening Greeting 9:00 - 9:25   Large Room 
  

A beginning of the day conversation to warm up our brains and our minds. Don't be 
surprised if there are ice breakers. Also, if you have an announcement for other 
conference goers, this is your time to shine.  

 
Morning Session: Max Ray on Noticing and Wondering 9:30 - 11:30   Large Room 
   

 
Lunch 11:30 - 1:00  
   

 
My Favorites 1:00 - 1:30   Large Room 
  

Quick sharing of ideas - 5 minute presentations from: 
 
Robin Schwartz, Nicora Placa, Brian Palacios, Carl Oliver, ???  

 
Doing Math/Flex Session 1:30 - 2:00   Large Room 
  

This session will offer participants a chance to do work together and learn from each 
other. The first session will have a math focus while the subsequent sessions will 
have a focus that is based on participants needs, energy, and areas of interest.  

 
How Do You Know? Helping Students Build Justifications 2:15 - 3:00   Large Room 
Nicora Placa  

Having students justify claims is a key component of math classrooms. But it’s often 
hard for them to do. We will examine tools and activities that help students develop 
arguments. Looking primarily at fractions, we will explore how students can use 
diagrams, objects, and drawings to develop arguments and justify conclusions. 
Grade Bands: Elementary (Grades K-4), Upper Elementary (Grades 5-6) 
Tags: Common Core State Standards, Discussion / Debate  

 
October, January or May?  When Will You Take the new SAT? 2:15 -  3:00   Small Room 
Robin Schwartz  

 
October, January or May?  When Will You Take the new SAT? 
We will discuss and profile examples of the new SAT and show how improvement on 
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this exam can help people gain a new outlook and self-identity.  This call to action 
for teachers (and other adults) to take the SAT will include the importance of content 
exposure that students need to successfully complete high school and/or avoid 
remediation. 
In May 2016 I took the new SAT to relive studying and test taking, fill gaps in my 
education, and relate better to students' experience.  I had taken the SAT in 2009 
after 29 years spurred on by a Wall Street Journal journalist who wrote about “the 
terrifying experience of retaking the SAT after 40 years”.   Embracing a cognitive 
challenge is so unusual that on test day the students thought I was the proctor!! If 
the SAT was viewed like a marathon, it would give academics a boost as test prep 
can be a tool for teaching and learning.  
  
Grade Bands: High School (Grades 9-12), Post Secondary 
Tags: Assessment, Supporting Teachers  

 
Racially Relevant Pedagogy - How Do We Get There? 3:15 - 4:00   Large Room 
Wendy Menard  

Many of us teach in diverse classrooms with students who may be racially different 
from each other and from us. How do we acknowledge and celebrate these 
differences, deal with privilege, and create safe classroom communities? There are 
no one-size-fits-all answers, but we can begin a conversation that is critical for our 
classrooms, now and in the future. 
Grade Bands: General Interest 
Tags: Discussion / Debate, Social Justice  

 
Self-directed session: Play with math toys 3:15 -  4:00   Small Room 
   

 
Half Hour Flex Session 4:10 - 4:40   Large Room 
  

This closing conversation will allow participants to explore the ideas that were 
introduced throughout the day. Topics may range from both instructional activities 
to larger social questions, but should be questions we can make progress on by the 
people in the room in the time that we have. Questions will be written on a board, 
and people will get together afterwards and work on those questions in groups.   

 
Social events in the evening. After hours  
  

These will be determined later, but we hope this first one could be family friendly.  
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Day 2: Wednesday, August 17th   
 

Opening Greeting 9:00 - 9:25   Large Room 
  

A beginning of the day conversation to warm up our brains and our minds. Don't be 
surprised if there are ice breakers. Also, if you have an announcement for other 
conference goers, this is your time to shine.  

 
Morning Session: Kristin Gray (with Michael Pershan ) on Problem Strings 9:30 - 11:30   Large Room 
   

 
Lunch 11:30 - 1:00  
   

 
My Favorites 1:00 - 1:30   Large Room 
  

Quick sharing of ideas - 5 minute presentations from: 
 
Heather Sugrue, Alla Lantsman, ???, ???, ???  

 
Doing Math/Flex Session 1:30 - 2:00   Large Room 
  

This session will offer participants a chance to do work together and learn from each 
other. The first session will have a math focus while the subsequent sessions will 
have a focus that is based on participants needs, energy, and areas of interest.  

 
What can high school teachers learn from elementary school teachers? 2:15 - 3:00   Large Room 
Heather Sugrue  

High school teachers can spend a lot of planning time focused on content and 
standards. Come with ideas as we discuss ways to make a secondary classroom feel 
more welcoming and encourage curiosity amongst our students. 
Grade Bands: Elementary (Grades K-4), Upper Elementary (Grades 5-6), Middle School (Grades 7-8), High School 
(Grades 9-12) 
Tags: Curriculum / Lesson Planning, Discussion / Debate, Supporting Teachers, Technology  

 
Math Mistakes: The Game! (or Baldermath) 2:15 -  3:00   Small Room 
Michael Pershan  

I've been developing a game for analyzing student work, in collaboration with Justin 
Reich and his lab at MIT. In this session I'll show you how to play my game, and we'll 
talk about the experience.  
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Grade Bands: Upper Elementary (Grades 5-6), General Interest 
Tags: Discussion / Debate, Supporting Teachers, Technology  

 
All about Desmos. 3:15 - 4:00   Large Room 
Alla Lantsman  

Desmos wants to help every student learn math and love learning math. They 
created digital math tools and let Internet take them to anyone who wants them:  
- the best-in-class HTML5 Desmos graphing calculator, which millions of students 
around the world use for free.  
- activities on top of that calculator, helping students use a powerful tool to 
experience all the curiosity, beauty, and sense that math has to offer. 
- Activity Builder, helping every teacher create digital math activities. 
Grade Bands: Middle School (Grades 7-8), High School (Grades 9-12), Post Secondary, General Interest 
Tags: Curriculum / Lesson Planning, Supporting Teachers, Technology  

 
Commute Times: From Statistical Questions to Conclusions 3:15 -  4:00   Small Room 
Amy Hogan  

According to recent studies and census data, NYC residents have the longest commute times in 
the U.S. spending an average of 48 minutes to get to work. How long do NYC teachers typically 
take to get to work? What about U.S. students' commute to school? Using this context, we will go 
through the statistical process: creating a good statistical question and then collecting, visualizing, 
analyzing, and making conclusions from data. To get more out of this session, bring your laptops 
and interest in statistics. 
Grade Bands: Middle School (Grades 7-8), High School (Grades 9-12) 
Tags: Common Core State Standards, Statistics, Technology  

 
Half Hour Flex Session 4:10 - 4:40   Large Room 
  

This closing conversation will allow participants to explore the ideas that were 
introduced throughout the day. Topics may range from both instructional activities 
to larger social questions, but should be questions we can make progress on by the 
people in the room in the time that we have. Questions will be written on a board, 
and people will get together afterwards and work on those questions in groups.   

 
Social events in the evening. After hours  
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Day 3: Thursday, August 18th 

   
 

Opening Greeting 9:00 - 9:25   Large Room 
  

A beginning of the day conversation to warm up our brains and our minds. Don't be 
surprised if there are ice breakers. Also, if you have an announcement for 
conference goers, this is the place for that.  

 
Morning Session: David Wees on Connecting Representations 9:30 - 11:30   Large Room 
David Wees  

Grade Bands: Elementary (Grades K-4), Upper Elementary (Grades 5-6), Middle School (Grades 7-8), High School 
(Grades 9-12), Post Secondary 
Tags: Curriculum / Lesson Planning  

 
Lunch 11:30 - 1:00  
   

 
My Favorites 1:00 - 1:30   Large Room 
  

Quick sharing of ideas - 5 minute presentations from: 
 
David Wees, Sam Williams, ???, ???, ???  

 
Doing Math/Flex Session 1:30 - 2:00   Large Room 
  

This session will offer participants a chance to do work together and learn from each 
other. The first session will have a math focus while the subsequent sessions will 
have a focus that is based on participants needs, energy, and areas of interest.  

 
Instructional Routines and Accessibility 2:15 - 3:00   Large Room 
Andrew Gael  

Instructional Routines are becoming a popular pedagogical framework to 
implement in diverse mathematics classrooms. "Because students need to interact 
to refine their understanding, teachers need to structure those interactions to focus 
on mathematical goals while managing different levels of competence and interest, 
while also attending to all students maintaining a productive disposition toward the 
subject" (Lampert, et al., 2010). If this sounds like a lot to manage, its because it is! 
 
Come investigate the embedded supports which already exist in instructional 
routines that allow students with disabilities and those who struggle with 
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mathematics access to these rich activities. 
Grade Bands: General Interest 
Tags: Curriculum / Lesson Planning, Social Justice, Supporting Teachers, Special Education  

 
David Wees: Building Tasks for Connecting Representations 2:15 -  3:00   Small Room 
   

 
Productive Teacher Moves to Enhance Game Play 3:15 - 4:00   Large Room 
Joe Schwartz  

Games are a feature of most elementary math curricula, but are often relegated to 
second class status. Using the game "Factor Captor" as a template, we will explore 
ways teachers can reimagine and repurpose math games to promote problem 
solving and cover multiple content and practice standards. 
Grade Bands: Elementary (Grades K-4), Upper Elementary (Grades 5-6), General Interest 
Tags: Common Core State Standards, Discussion / Debate  

 
 
Self-directed session: Desmos playtime 3:15 -  4:00   Small Room 
   

 
Half Hour Flex Session 4:10 - 4:40   Large Room 
  

This closing conversation will allow participants to explore the ideas that were 
introduced throughout the day. Topics may range from both instructional activities 
to larger social questions, but should be questions we can make progress on by the 
people in the room in the time that we have. Questions will be written on a board, 
and people will get together afterwards and work on those questions in groups.   

 
Social events in the evening. After hours  
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